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I AM USF ST. PETERSBURG!
Ryan Schumann

Ryan Schumann, a COE student majoring in Elementary Education came to the St. Petersburg area from Philadelphia,

PA. He was attracted to the program because of the “good things he heard about it and its faculty.” Interestingly, Ryan was a
member of the Innovations Percussion ensemble, which won the 1995 World Championship in Percussion awarded by the Winter Guard International
Organization. His specialty is marching percussion and cymbals. It is his love for music and this talent that he wishes to utilize with intermediate grade
school children when he becomes a classroom teacher.
Ryan also works as a student assistant in the College of Education. He takes pride in his position because it enables him to be of service to fellow
students. He says he learns from other students as to what to expect in his educational career. He knows he is a problem solver for students who
need assistance in finding answers to program and registration questions. He is a strong representative of the college to the students, staff and faculty
who first meet him as they enter the college office. Ryan indicated that COE students always seem to be pulling him aside in the halls asking
questions, and he finds great satisfaction in his ability to help and find answers to their inquiries.
Ryan feels the most impressive feature of the College of Education is the fieldwork that begins in the lower level undergraduate pre-education courses.
This fieldwork provides the students with the opportunity to decide early in their academic career whether they wish to pursue a degree in education.
Once he made the decision to enter the Elementary Education program, Ryan’s opportunity for professional development in the field has become
enhanced by the extended internships that the college offers in the Pinellas County School system. These experiences have made him more committed
to bringing the arts, especially music, to children in the elementary grades.
Ryan plans to graduate in Spring 2006 and he lives by these words of Mahatma Ghandi, “Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to
live forever.”

Mission
USF St. Petersburg offers distinctive graduate and undergraduate programs in the arts and sciences, business
and education within a close-knit, student-centered learning community that welcomes individuals from
the region, state, nation and world. We conduct wide-ranging, collaborative research to meet society’s needs and
engage in service projects and partnerships to enhance the university and community’s social, economic and
intellectual life. As an integral and complementary part of a multi-campus university, USF St. Petersburg retains a
separate identity and mission while contributing to and benefiting from the associations, cooperation and shared
resources of a premier national research university.
Please address your questions to Sonia Helton, BAY 204 Phone: 3-4537
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